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Psalm 23 

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.  He maketh 

me to lie down in green pastures; He leadeth me beside 

the still waters.  He restoreth my soul: He leadeth me in 

paths of righteousness for His name’s sake.  Yea, though I 

walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear 

no evil: for thou art with me.  Thy rod and thy staff they 

comfort me.  Thou preparest a table before me in the pres-

ence of mine enemies: Thou annointest my head with oil: 

my cup runneth over.  Surely goodness and mercy shall 

follow me all the days of my life: And I will dwell in the 

house of the LORD for ever.  

David, the author of the 23rd Psalms, spent a portion 

of his life as a shepherd.  David casts God as our  

shepherd and we are the sheep. 

The Lord Is 

God is the eternal “I Am” 

“God said to Moses, ‘I AM WHO I AM.’  And He said, 

‘Say this to the people of Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to 

you.’” Exodus 3:14 

 

The 7 “I Am” statements in John’s Gospel: I am the 

bread of life, I am the light of the world, I am the 

door, I am the Good Shepherd, I am the resurrection 

and the life, I am the way, the truth, and the life, and I 

Sheep need a shepherd. 

“So they were scattered, because there was no      shep-

herd, and they became food for all the wild beast.  My 

sheep were scattered; they wandered over all the moun-

tains and on every high hill.  My sheep were scattered 

over all the face of the earth, with none to search or 

seek for them.” Ezekiel 34:5-6 

“For the household gods utter nonsense, and the divin-

ers see lies; they tell false dreams and give empty con-

solation.  Therefore, the people wander like sheep; they 

are afflicted for lack of a shepherd.” Zechariah 10:2 

 

If you find a shepherd who can give you provision, 

guidance, protection, blessings, and love, then it’s time 

to stop looking for another shepherd. 

Notes 

 

 



am the vine. 

“I am the Alpha and 

Omega, says the Lord 

God, who is and who 

was and who is to 

come, the Almighty.” 

Revelation 1:8 

 

The Lord Is My 

The shepherd has a unique and personal relationship 

with the sheep.  There is one shepherd the sheep 

would call him “my shepherd.” 

 

“My sheep hear My voice, and I know the, and they 

follow Me.” John 10:27 

 

Shepherds would cut a notch in the ear of sheep to  

signify they belonged to the shepherd.   

David wanted a relationship where he was owned and 

possessed by God.  He was a man after God’s own 

heart. 

 

The Lord Is My Shepherd 

The title of shepherd takes us straight to Jesus.  There 

were many metaphors Jesus used to describe Himself, 

but shepherd seems to be one of the more popular 

ones. 

 

A shepherd has sheep 

“I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, 

and no one will snatch them out of My hand.  My Fa-

ther, who has given them to Me, is greater than all, 

and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s 

hand.” John 10:28-29 

 

A shepherd smells like sheep 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 

with God, and the Word was 

God.” John 1:1 

“And the Word became flesh 

and dwelt among us, and we 

have seen His glory, glory 

as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and 

truth.” John 1:14 

 

A shepherd cares for sheep 

“I am the good shepherd.  I know My own and My 

own know me, just as the Father knows Me and I know 

the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep.” 

John 10:14 

 

The Lord Is All I Want 

The sheep know the voice of 

their shepherd and they fol-

low their shepherd 

The description of       

followers as sheep is 

right, as is the definition 

of God as our shepherd 


