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Romans 15:1-7 

We who are strong have an obligation to bear with the failings 
of the weak, and not to please ourselves.  Let each of us please 
his neighbor for his good, to build him up.  For Christ did not 
please Himself, but as it is written, ‘The reproaches of those 
who reproached You fell on me.’  For whatever was written in 
former days was written for our instruction, that through      
endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we 
might have hope.  May the God of endurance and                 
encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one  
another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that together you may 
with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  Therefore welcome one another as Christ has          
welcomed you, for the glory of God. 

The Example of A Witness (1-3) 

Believers “keep on bearing” with weaker believers.   

Strong is a reference to our faith and commitment to live 
for Christ.  The world needs to see strong Christians lov-
ing and serving while remaining faithful and committed. 

The strength of one can compensate for the weakness of 
another.  

Good is about virtue and character.   

Building people up is that which is better for them   

Not about pleasing men or our advancement, but the King-
dom of God. 

The ultimate example is Jesus.   

Jesus is the stronger 

Jesus did not please Himself 

Jesus advance us and establish the Kingdom of God. 

Not a uniformity but a unity.  There is a diversity of the 
Body of Christ, but the Body has one head, Jesus and that 
Head unifies and directs the Body. 

 

The Expectation of A Witness (7) 

Paul ends this call for unity with a call for welcoming 

“As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him but not 
to quarrel over opinions.” Romans 14:1 

Welcome: “proslambano”  “pros”: toward or for,   
“lambano”: receiving 

The term involves opening the home and heart to another 

Jesus didn’t welcome us because we had anything to offer 

Jesus should have rejected us, because we were an enemy 

We welcome others because it glorifies God 

Notes 

 

 



The contrast is between selfishness and selflessness. 

Seek first the will of God and then the good of others.   

Jesus put the will of God before Himself. 

 

“Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in 
Christ Jesus, who, though He was in the form of God, did 
not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but 
emptied Himself, by taking the form of a servant, being 
born in the likeness of men.  And being found in human 
form, He humbled Himself by becoming obedient to the 
point of death, even death on a cross.” Philippians 2:5-8 

What would have happened if Jesus had not become hu-
man, submitted his rights for God’s will, and obeyed to the 
point of death on the cross? 

Jesus sought God’s will for 
God’s purpose 

“But Jesus, knowing in 
Himself that His disciples 
were grumbling about this, 
said to then, ‘Do you take 
offense at this?  Then what if you were to see the Son of 
Man ascending to where He was before?’” John 6:61-62 

If Jesus had not completed the plan of God we would be 
forever lost.  

Paul quotes from Psalm 69, which is a highly messianic 
psalm.  Seven of its verses are quoted in the gospels as 
confirmation of Jesus as the Messiah.   

“For zeal for your house has consumed me, and the re-
proaches of those who reproach you have fallen on me.” 
Psalm 69:9 

 

The Endurance of A Witness (4-6) 

When Jesus was presented to Nathanael as the Messiah, it 
was the validation of OT scripture which was emphasized. 

“Phillip found Nathanael and said to him, ‘We have found 
Him of who Moses in the Law and also the prophets wrote, 
Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.’” John 1:45 

Scripture leads to hope and hope is confident expectation 

Present active subjunctive, “That we might keep on having 
hope.” 

We are to pursue hope with endurance or patience 

We are to endure or persevere through scripture.   

Endurance and encouragement are two separate things, but 
time in scripture produces endurance and encouragement. 

Encouragement: version of “parakalleo”, a term for the 
Holy Spirit, it means to call along side.   

Scriptures and the author is with us through the situations 
of life and provides us hope. 

Verse 5 is a prayer over the church 

Hope, encouragement, and endurance promote the unity of 
the church 

Paul has spoken of unity through knowledge, but now he 
is calling for a unity through the divine working of God. 

“Until we all attain to the 
unity of the faith and of 
the knowledge of the Son 
of God, to mature man-
hood.” Ephesians 4:13 

We need this prayer because it is easier to understand the 
doctrinal foundations of unity than it is to actively live in 
unity.   

“And above all these put on love, which binds everything 
together in perfect harmony.” Colossians 3:14 

“For I have come down 

from heaven, not to do my 

own will but the will of 

Him who sent Me.”  

John 6:38 

“Eager to maintain the unity 

of the Spirit in the bond of 

peace.”  Ephesians 4:3 


