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Romans 13:8-14 

Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one 

who loves another has fulfilled the law.  For the                  

commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not 

murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any   

other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall 

love your neighbor as yourself.”  Love does no wrong to a 

neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.  

Besides this you know the time, that the hour has come for you 

to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than 

when we first believed.  The night is far gone; the day is at 

hand. So then let us cast off the works of darkness and put on 

the armor of light.  Let us walk properly as in the daytime, not 

in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and      

sensuality, not in quarreling and jealousy.  But put on the Lord 

Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its 

desires.  

Led By Love 

The only debt to remain is the debt of love. 

“I am under obligation both to the Greek and to            
barbarians, both to the wise and to the foolish.” Romans 
1:14 

Obligation is a variation on the word for “owe”  

When questioned what loving our neighbor as ourself 
looked like, Jesus answered with the story of the Good  
Samaritan. (Luke 10:30-35) 

“The world needing salvation while the church is sleeping.”  
Jacques Ellul  

“Then He came to the disciples and said to them, ‘Sleep 
and take your rest later on.  See, the hour is at hand, and 
the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners.”   
Matthew 26:45 

Wake up because our completed salvation is closer than it 
had ever been.  Do not neglect your salvation and be      
content with an immature spiritual life 

Wake up because the needs of the world are greater than 
they have ever been.  Do not ignore the salvation others 
need and allow them to perish because our comfort is  
greater than their loss. 

Wake up because the work is more pressing than it has ever 
been.  The work of darkness does not sleep. 

“For you are all children of light, children of the day.  We 
are not of the night or of the darkness.  So then let us not 
sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober.” 1 
Thessalonians 5:5-6 

“This is the message we have heard from Him and pro-
claim to you, that God is light and in Him is not darkness at 
all.  If we say we have fellowship with Him while we walk 
in darkness we lie and ad not practice the truth.  But if we 
walk in the light at He is in the light, we have fellowship 
with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses 
us from all sin.” 1 John 1:5-7 

 

Lead to Live 

6 things to cast off in 3 categories: sins that lead to addic-
tion, sexual sins, and  social sins. 

Justification: the deliverance from the punishment of sin. 

Sanctification: the development of a life apart from sin. 

Glorification: the result of sanctification and perfection 



The opposite of law is license, and our society has        
confused license with love. 

“You shall not take vengeance 
or bear a grudge against the 
sons of your own people, but 
you shall love your neighbor as 
yourself: I am the Lord.”      
Leviticus 19:18 

“Honor your father and moth-
er, and, You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”      
Matthew 19:19 

“If you really fulfill the royal law according the Scripture, 
‘You shall you’re your neighbor as yourself,’ you are do-
ing well.” James 2:8 

Law and love are link together like faith and works 

“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the 
Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill 
them.” Matthew 5:17 

Love demonstrates itself in commitment to obedience, not 
feelings. 

It’s impossible to love others as ourselves if we do not 
first love God with all our heart, mind, soul, and strength. 

The “love” presented is an “agape” form of love.  

The law points to our need for a transformation, the love 
God empowers the transformation, and transformed people 
love their neighbor as themselves. 

“For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, 
could not do.  By sending His own Son in the likeness of 
sinful flesh and sin, He condemned sin in the flesh.” Ro-
mans 8:3 

Learn to live between mysticism (the experience of love) 
and rigorism (the action of love).   

Love to Lead 

“The hour has come for you” is an exhortation to be alert 
and aware of the culture around a believer. 

“Wake up from your drunken stupor, as is right, and do 
not go on sinning.  For some have no knowledge of god.  I 
this to your shame.” 1 Corinthians 15:34 

First, we are to have an     
understanding the times 

“He answered them, ‘When 
it is evening, you say, ‘It will 
be fair weather, for the sky is 
red.’  And in the morning, ‘It 

will be stormy today, for the sky is red and threatening.’  
You know how to interpret the appearance of the sky, but 
you cannot interpret the signs of the times.’” Matthew 
16:2-3 

“Of Issachar, men who had understanding for the times, to 
know what Israel ought to do, 200 chiefs, and all their 
kinsmen under their command.” 1 Chronicles 12:32 

Second, there is call to wake up from a lethargy and live 
out the richness of our salvation. 

“chronos”: sequential time like a clocks or calendars 

“Kairos”: opportune time with meaning and potential 

“And those whom He predestined He also called, and 
those whom He called He also justified, and those whom 
He justified He also glorified.” Romans 8:30 

To not be conformed to this world, indicates there is a 
world to be conformed to (Romans 12:1) 

There’s an urgency in “Kairos” to share the hope of the 
Gospel 

“And the captain came and said to him, ‘What do you 
mean, you sleeper?  Arise, call out to your god!  Perhaps 
the god will give a thought to us, that we may not perish.” 
Jonah 1:6 

The debt of love we owe 
to Christ cannot ever  
fully be repaid, so our 

life is constantly in debt 
to love others as He first 

loved us We don’t keep law from a 

machine driven legalism, 

but from a divine driven, 

transforming love 


