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 Charles Dickens begins his classic work, “Tale of Two Cities”, with the infamous words, “It was the best 

of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it was the epoch 

of   belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the season of light, it was the season of darkness, it was 

the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair.” 

The words he uses could be used to describe the church today.  There is a duality in the church that seems to 

swing between two pendulums.  Sometimes the church looks and acts according to its Biblical mandates.  

Then at other times, the church seems to look and act like the world. 

Can you think of times when Dublin Baptist looked and acted in ways that were Biblical and right?  Can 

you remember times when Dublin Baptist looked and acted more like the world?  When did those events  

occur? Where they recent or somewhere in the past? 

 

 When the church looses it distinctiveness and begins to look like the world, it also looses its power.  Jesus 

called His disciples to be different from the world. 

“You are the salt of the earth, but if the salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored?  It is no   

longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people’s feet.” Matthew 5:13 

One of the distinctives that marks the loss of Godly power and a compromise with the world is having “the 

appearance of godliness, but denying its power”.  This description could apply to a person or to a church.   

The term for appearance here is a version of the Greek word for “morph”.  It indicates an outward shape but 

the lack of an inward alignment or substance.  In other words, what is on the outside does not match up with 

what is on the inside.  To have an appearance of godliness means that externally things are happening that look 

Godly, but inwardly it is done with wrong or alternative motives. 

Have you seen people or churches that do many good things externally, but inwardly seem to have a discon-

nect with something deeper?  Has that ever been true in your life?  Have your outward actions not matched 

your inner faith? 

 

 All of us have had moments where we recognize that what we say we believe, and even what we are doing, 

does not match up with who we are internally.  That disconnect can be jarring and is often the place where 

the Holy Spirit convicts us.  When you recognize the disconnect, you have a choice to make.  You can   

address it and deal with the inward disconnect or you can ignore it. 

Paul points out how these people, these churches, choose to ignore it.  Paul presents a group of people who 

look good on the outside, but inwardly are “denying it’s power”.   

One of the phrases repeated at Dublin Baptist is “the only thing that changes people on the inside, the outside, 

and forever is the Gospel of Jesus Christ.”  The Gospel is the only thing that God empowers.     

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the 

Jew first and also to the Greek.” Romans 1:16 



 If your life or my life has any Godly power, it is because the Gospel of Jesus has saved us and is changing us.  

Our lives become a temple of the Holy Spirit, and the power of God is flowing through us.  We do not have 

the power, we only become vessels for His power. 

The order of the statement about the Gospel changing our lives is important.  Real transformation begins     

internally and then moves outward.  The power of the Gospel fundamentally changes who we are, which 

changes what we do.  Paul is warning us about people who change what they do and never seem to get around 

to changing who they are.   

The term “moral therapeutic deism” has been used to describe much of what the church does today.  The idea 

is that we do good things that help us deal with life, but God seems distant and uninvolved.  What we need is 

“Holy Spirit empowered transformation”.  We need the power of God in us changing us from the inside out.  

The verb tenses Paul uses here are important.  The verb for “having” is a present active participle and          

represent a current on going action.  The verb for denying is a present middle participles and represents the 

subject acting on itself.  Paul is arguing that the outward appearance is a result of the inward  denial. 

Paul’s admonition is to avoid such people.  The word here is really to turn away from.  Paul has already given 

Timothy some similar guidance in how to lead the church. 

“Have nothing to do with foolish, ignorant controversies; you know that they breed quarrels.” 2 Timothy 2:23 

Such avoidance seems to run counter to what we often do.  Sometimes we try to appease and please because 
our outward actions are done for appearances.  We do not want people not liking us, so we try to do what we 
think will please them.  Our actions are based on our appearance. 

However, Paul’s concern is for the unity of the church.  These types of people create division and breed     

quarrels.  Paul argues they “creep” in, or worm their way in to something.   

The Bible warns us greatly about false teachers.  

“But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will be false teachers among you, who will se-

cretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing upon themselves swift 

destruction.” 2 Peter 2:1 

“Yet because of false brothers secretly brought in—who slipped in to spy out our freedom that we have in 

Christ Jesus, so that they might bring us into slavery.” Galatians 2:4 

 

 These false teachers take advantage of the vulnerable.  The ESV describes them as weak women, but the 

Greek is literally “little women”.  This is not a reference to their height, but a statement that they have little 

understanding, a small will, and a weak character.  In addition to being “weak” they are also burdened by 

the situation.  The term here in Greek means “heaped upon”.  Most likely, there is something in their pagan 

past that causes them to wrestle with the burdens of a previous life.  As if that is not enough, these women 

also fight an internal battle of various or multicolored passions.   

The personality, past, and passions of these women combine to build obstacles that hinders their progress in 

spiritual growth.  Most likely, these women are fighting the battle of forgiving themselves.  Learning to       

forgive ourselves can often times be a struggle. 

Have you struggled with any of these issues.  Maybe past sins or your personal limitations create obstacles 

that seem to burden you.  You know Jesus has forgiven your sins, but you still struggle to accept that for-

giveness, especially when it comes to forgiving yourself. 

 

 While these false leaders are exploiting these weak women, true spiritual leaders act differently.  True  



spiritual leadership seeks to shepherd and shelter people like this.  There should be a desire to care for 

those broken by the world and their sin.  The goal is always a path that leads toward people finding      

healing, hope, and wholeness in Jesus. 

Paul has already told Timothy how the church should be. 

“And the Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome but kind to everyone, able to teach, patiently enduring evil, 

correcting his opponents with gentleness. God may perhaps grant them repentance leading to a knowledge of 

the truth, and they may come to their senses and escape from the snare of the devil, after being captured by 

him to do his will.” 2 Timothy 2:24-26 

The idea of rescuing people ensnared by the devil and sin is a repeated theme for Timothy and the church.  

First, the standard for pastors and spiritual leaders includes a maturity that keeps them out of the “snares of the 

devil”. 

“Moreover, he must be well thought of by outsiders, so that he may not fall into disgrace, into a snare of the 

devil.” 1 Timothy 3:7 

Paul also warns of the ruin and destruction that pursuing wealth can bring.  Again it is described as a snare. 

“But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many senseless and harmful desires 

that plunge people into ruin and destruction.” 1 Timothy 6:9 

Spiritual leaders who exploit others for their own gains are laying snares that entrap weaker individuals and 

function like tools for the enemy.  Because we are all flawed and struggle with a sin nature, there are times 
where leaders can hurt others.  However, for a true spiritual leader, it is never intentional.  There will be a   
desire to restore a relationship, to repair the damage, and learn from the experience for Godly leadership.  The 

leaders Paul is speaking about intentionally engage in this type of damage and they do so repeatedly and     
regularly.   

Even today we still hear a great deal about spiritual abuse at the hands of pastors and spiritual leaders.  We 
hear of large churches that outwardly seem to be growing, but at the expense of caring for people. 

Dublin Baptist Church desires to see people’s lives changed by the power of the Gospel of Jesus, not so we 

can appear better, but see the Gospel change lives that are full of the death and destruction which sin brings.  
To do that, we must develop selfless hearts and live lives that seek to care for the hurting and rescue the dying.  
To see people as a means to our ends is to function like these false teachers.   

Has there been a time when you were hurt by the intentional selfish actions of a “spiritual leader” who did 

not care about you, but how they appeared?  Can you recall a time when a “true shepherd” took the time to 
care for you and help you heal and grow?  

 

 You may wonder, what will happen to those false teachers and leaders who exploit others?  Paul compares 
the false teachers to two other individuals, Jannes and Jambres.  The tradition of the time held that these 

were the names of the magicians who opposed Moses.  While they are not specifically named in the Bible, 
the reference was widely understood by the Jewish/Christian community and was something Timothy 
would have recognized. 

“Then Pharaoh summoned the wise men and the sorcerers, and they, the magicians of Egypt, also did the 

same by their secret arts.  For each man cast down his staff, and they became serpents. But Aaron’s staff swal-

lowed up their staffs.”  Exodus 7:11-12 

These men became symbols for those who are enemies of God and work to undermine the evidence of God’s 

power.  Tradition held that Jannes and Jambres were powerful speakers that could convince others that what 

they were saying was both intelligent and correct.   



The text is quick to point our the corrupt minds and false teachings of these types of leaders.  The term for  

“corrupted mind” means something like a clogged system that continues to hold that which is unclean.  The 

mind God desires is for us to have is regularly purges the “unclean” from our thoughts.  These leaders never do 

that and the “unclean” thoughts sit and continue to grow in their mind. 

Paul present the elements of truth and faith as directly opposed to the examples of Jannes and Jambres.  Notice 

that it is “the truth” and “the faith”.  Here the purity of God represented by His truth and the only real truth to 

be known.  Likewise, a sincere faith in Jesus is presented as the only faith and is personified to stand against 

the examples of unclean leaders. 

Again, Paul has warned Timothy about these kind of leaders. 

“And constant friction among people who are depraved in mind and deprived of the truth, imagining that god-

liness is a means of gain.” 1 Timothy 6:5 

How has the truth of God and your faith in Jesus helped you to stand against false thoughts and corrupted    

actions of others? 

 

 Paul does not call the church to attack the false teachers.  Rather, he says to avoid them and allow their  

folly to become evident to others.  Such people tend to leave a wake behind them of broken and damaged 

lives so that their patterns soon become obvious to others. 

Sometimes waiting for God to bring justice or expose a wrongful action is difficult.  When we are hurt, we 

want swift justice and we often want to be the one bringing the justice.  Learning to wait upon God to bring 

justice in His way and at the time He desires, teaches us to depend on Him.  But waiting on God can be hard, 

especially in the pain.  It is in those times that we actually grow closer to God.   

At the right time God may convict and change the heart of the person who has done wrong.  They may come 

asking for forgiveness and bear fruit that is in keeping with repentance.  Such a transformation would serve to 

proclaim the power of the Gospel to change people on the inside, outside, and forever.   

However, if the individual does not repent, God may choose to exposes the wrong in a way that honors and 

glorifies Himself.  In the end we must be confident that God does not waste our hurts.  He can use them for our 

spiritual growth.  Likewise God does not ignore sin and justice will come one day. 

“Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that he will also reap.” Galatians 6:7 

When you have been hurt by the actions of others, is it hard to wait on God?  Do you struggle with a need 

for justice in the moment?  How have you learned to place your pain in the hands of God and wait on Him?  

How has God grown you through the difficult times of life?  


