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 What do you think of when you think about kings, kingdoms, and thrones?  Maybe you think of King    

Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table, or Robin Hood and the Sheriff of Nottingham.  Your thoughts 

might drift to something more epic like J.R.R. Tolkien’s “Lord of the Rings”.   

Take a few moments to share with your group what comes to your mind when you think of kings, kingdoms, 

and thrones. 

 

 There is a throne in your life and the great question of your life is who sits on your throne?  Some claim 

the throne for themselves, others willingly hand it over to worldly pursuits or personal pleasures.        

However, for a follower of Jesus, the throne of our life is to be given to the King of all kings.  

When you think of the throne of your life, it may seem to be less epic than the knights, dragons, and castles.  

But never doubt that there is a battle raging for the control of your throne.  For the next 9 weeks, we will be 

looking at this battle for the throne of your life.  You will have time in class to discuss various details.  The 

same passages you will look at will become the base for that Sunday’s sermon.  I want each of us to deeply    

examine our lives and discover who sits on our throne.   

So let’s talk about the battlefield of your life.  Every follower of Jesus must consider the cost and the           

responsibility of declaring war on their own flesh.  We must understand and embrace what it means to live 

Spirit filled lives.  Jesus spoke very clearly about this and even compared it to kings going to war.  Here is 

what Jesus said in the Gospel of Luke: 

“Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple. For which of you, desiring to 

build a tower, does not first sit down and count the cost, whether he has enough to complete it? Otherwise, 

when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him, saying, ‘This man 

began to build and was not able to finish.’ Or what king, going out to encounter another king in war, will not 

sit down first and deliberate whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes against him with 

twenty thousand? And if not, while the other is yet a great way off, he sends a delegation and asks for terms of 

peace. So therefore, any one of you who does not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple.” Luke 14:27-33 

Over the next few weeks, let’s “deliberate” about the spiritual war that rages around us.  This week, we will 

consider the nature of the world and how it conforms us into its image. 

 

 We know the world does not have much regard for the claims of Christ and will scoff at the truths of the 

Bible.  The Bible is full of warnings about the state of the world. 

“They said to you, ‘In the last time there will be scoffers, following their own ungodly passions.’  It is these 

who cause divisions, worldly people, devoid of the Spirit.” Jude 1:18 

The apostle Peter wrote in his second epistle that some people scoff at Jesus because He has not returned yet.  

These were people who misinterpret His patient waiting as evidence that He is not coming, or even, that He is 

not real.  For the next two weeks we are going to look at the first part of 2 Timothy chapter three.  This week 

we will look at how Paul describes the world.  Next week we will see how he describes the church.  Here is 



what Paul says about the world in the last days. 

“But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of difficulty. For people will be lovers of self, 

lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, heartless, unap-

peasable, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not loving good, treacherous, reckless, swollen with con-

ceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God,” 2 Timothy 3:1-4 

Paul urges Timothy here to understand something about the difficult times.  The word for “times” here is 

from the Greek word “kairos” and it means something more like a season, or a moment of opportunity.  It is 

not a reference to chronological time, but recognizing the potential in a situation or moment.  The other Greek 

word is “exalepos” and it is translated as difficult, but it means hard to do or difficult to bear.  

Have there been moments in your life where you knew God was at work around you or in your life?  Can 

you recall a time where you followed God’s leading and saw Him work in a clear way?  Are there moments 

where you resisted God’s leading and regretted not taking advantage of that time in your life?  Would    

several of you be willing to share something about that “time”? 

 

 Paul’s use of “understand” in this first verse is from the Greek word “to know” (gnoskw).  Paul is arguing 

that not only will the days be hard, but it will be difficult to know what to do in these days.  Paul is very 

concerned with Timothy being able to identify these days.  Likewise, Paul would be concerned that we 

know how to live in these days as well. 

How do you know when God is presenting you with a moment of opportunity?  How do you know that God 

is leading you to step out in faith into the moment of opportunity?  How do you correctly understand the 

time or days you live in? 

 

Paul does not leave us to guess about the last days.  He gives us a list of 19 different markers that define this 

time period.  Here is a list of the 19 characteristics and some of the details as to what they mean.  Pick one or 

two that jump out at you as something you currently see active in the world today. 

1. Lovers of Self: the term for love here is a variation on “philo” and indicates that they always put        

themselves ahead of anyone else. 

2. Lovers of Money: “philo” is used here as well, but this variation can mean to covet. 

3. Proud: the term here literally means “empty pretenders”.  These are people full of nothing but working 

hard to hide it. 

4. Arrogant: the term here is “huperephanos” or hyper light shining.  These people always seem to shine the 

spotlight is on themselves.  Others are just the audience for their lives. 

5. Abusive: literally “blasphemous” 

6. Disobedient to Parents: the term here is “apeithes” or not obeying.  However, here it is used in the sense 

of not believing or not being persuaded as to the truth of something. 

7. Ungrateful: to not show favor or a failure to recognize the grace they have received.  It could also be a 

feeling of entitlement. 

8. Unholy: unrighteous or non pious.  These people seem unconcerned about living a holy life or a wholly 

different life. 

9. Heartless: literally with out natural affection  



10. Unappeasable: without the ability to find paths for formal peace making.  They do not want to reconcile 

and may enjoy the fighting. 

11. Slanderous: the Greek term here is “diabolos” and it literally means the devil.  Satan is known as the      

accuser of the brethren.  This slanderous nature is accusing others as Satan would. 

12. Without Self-Control: this is the negative version of a term “kratos”.  The word “kratos” can mean          

dominion, strength, or power.  These individuals seem to lack any dominion over their feeling or actions 

and live life with little or no self control. 

13. Brutal: this Greek term literally means “not tamed or untamable”.  We might refer to them as a “wild 

brute”.  This term seems to be tied to a lack of self-control because this life has never been “broken” or 

“tamed”. 

14. Not Loving Good: there are three Greek terms here run together “non” + “philo” + “agathos”.  It comes 

together to mean something like “no love for good or kindness”.  These individuals are not interested in 

showing grace or kindness to others.  Their lives are consumed with self and have little room for others. 

15. Treacherous: This term literally means “before giving”.  The term came to represent the idea of a betrayal 

or a type of selfishness that seeks the benefit of self before giving anything to others.  They will not put the 

needs of others before themselves.  Whatever they give to others is only given as the left overs they no 

longer desire. 

16. Reckless: The term here means “for falling” or “pro-falling”.  It indicates a person pushing forward toward 

something with a reckless pace and lack of fore-thought. These individuals are prone to fall. 

17. Swollen with Conceit: “puffed up” vain or arrogant. 

18. Lovers of self: literally “philo hedonism” the love of pleasure, sensuality, driven by feelings.  These people 

crave the feelings they get by doing what brings them pleasure.  This may even border on a type of        

addiction. 

19. Rather than God: the Greek is literally no love for God.  This is not a comparison between loving self or 

loving God, rather is a clear statement to choose one is to reject the other. 

Where have you seen these characteristics in the world?  What are some of these you struggle with your-

self?  Do you see a common theme through out these characteristics? 

 

 Some people argue that these characteristics are nothing new, that they have always been a part of any 

time or culture.  At one level, they are correct because all 19 of these characteristics point to the nature of 

sin in both our world and our lives.  However, Paul is warning us that these elements will increase in     

significant ways as the last days draw near.   

Next week we will look at how these attributes not only describe the condition of the world, but too often    

describe the church.  Many times it seems there is little difference between the pattern and way of the world 

and the pattern and way of the church.  

As followers of Jesus we must decide which world we will live in and who sits on the throne of our lives.  The 

physical world around is full of these 19 sinful qualities.  This world is driven by flesh and a selfish desire for 

our flesh to be satisfied.  But there is another way.  The Bible presents a spiritual world that is all around us.  

To allow the Holy Spirit to sit on the throne of your life is choose to live in a world driven by the Spirit and a 

selfless desire to be satisfied in God.   

 


