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Colossians 3:12-15 

Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, 
compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and 
patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a  
complaint against another, forgiving each other as the 
Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.  And 
above all these put on love, which binds everything       
together in perfect harmony.  And let the peace of Christ 
rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in 
one body.  And be thankful.   

The Marks Of A Changed Life 

Compassionate hearts: deep awareness of     

other’s struggle, pain, and suffering 

 Kindness: warmhearted toward others 

 Humility: low hearted, to think more of others 

 and less of self 

 Meekness: controlled emotions, lack of         

 manipulation, power under control 

 Patience: literally long passion, enduring pain 

 or unhappiness 

The Marks of A Changed Church  

Bear with one another: another Greek version 

of patience.  

Forgive one another: a Greek version of 

“charis” or grace.  To freely give with an open 

 my decisions are led by the Holy Spirit. 

 Calling means to submit or respond to an         

 invitation and is in a command for here. 

 The call is for love and peace in the church, to 

 die to self individually and invest corporately in 

 the cause of Christ 

 The call defines your identity in Christ and as 

 part of the body 

The devil knows your name but calls you by your sin.  

God knows your sin and calls you by your name 

Notes 



hand.  To give up your rights, to not complain 

We forgive as we have been forgiven 

It does not take a changed character to hold a 

grudge or demand vengeance.  But forgiveness 

demands a change. 

The Focus of a Unified Church 

 “The agape love” above all put on the perfect 

 love 

The indwelling of the Holy Spirit is connected 

to disciples who dwell in the love of Jesus 

 Bind can mean a prisoner, marriage, or ropes of 

 a ship. 

Bond servant of Christ is tied to a love for 

 Christ and the church 

Marriage is a relationship where love is the 

 bond that drives everything 

The task of the church is made up of           

commitments to love each other 

 Agape love should define the nature of love 

 within the church 

 Love of members 

 in the church isn’t 

 a option or goal 

 but a              

 commandment 

“This is my commandment, that you love one another 

as I have loved you.  Greater love has not one than 

this, that someone lay down his life for his friends.  

You are my friends if you do what I command you.” 

John 15:12-14 

The word for unity or harmony isn’t in the 

Greek text.  Perfect 

is “telios” which 

means bringing to a 

perfect ending. 

The Focus of a Unifier 

 Peace: “Eirene” free from worry, stress, or   

 anxiety. 

 The past has been forgiven 

“In these you too once walked, when you were living 

in them.” Colossians 3:7 

 There is an inner quiet peace you can have in 

 trusting Jesus with your future. 

“Peace I leave with you; my peace if give to you.  Not 

at the world gives do I give to you.  Let not your 

hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.” John 

14:27 

 Peace does not rule as a judgmental authority 

 but like an umpire, reminding and enforcement  

 the rules. 

 Peace ruling in the heart is not about emotions 

 but the center point of the body.  It is an anchor 

 that God is in control, Christ is my peace, and 

But God shows His love for 

us in that while we yet   

sinners, Christ died for us 

Romans 5:8 

“These things I command 
you, so that you will love 

one another” 

John 15:17 


