
The Priority of Prayer 

Dublin Baptist Church      September 5, 2021 

Ephesians 6:18-20 

Praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and   

supplication.  To that end keep alert with all                

perseverance, making supplication for all the saints, and 

also for me, that words may be given to me in opening my 

mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gospel, for 

which I am an ambassador in chains, that I may declare it 

boldly, as I ought to speak. 

 

Paul used the verses before this passage to laid out the 

Armor of God.  The attention of Scripture now turns 

to the role of prayer in spiritual warfare.  Prayer is not 

an after thought or added on as an additional weapon.  

Prayer permeates all spiritual warfare. 

 

Praying as a Priority 

 Paul emphasizes that we are to pray at all times 

 “Kairos”: Time in the sense of an opportunity or 

 moment of potential. 

 To pray in the Spirit is equal to praying        

 Scripture as all Scripture is Spirit breathed 

“All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable 

for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for train-

ing in righteousness.” 2 Timothy 3:16 

Notes 



Paul emphasizes that we are pray with all   

 prayer and supplication 

“proseuches”: literally “for or toward grace” 

Supplication is a variation of “deomia”.  This 

 variation shifts from a wish or desire to a need 

  

 Paul emphasizes that we are to pray with all 

 perseverance. 

 Perseverance literally means “for or toward 

 steadfast endurance” 

 “agrew”: to hunt or take by surprise 

 “hupnos”: to sleep 

  

 Paul emphasizes that 

 we are to pray for all 

 the saints 

 Saints are either the 

 holy ones or those pursuing holiness 

 

Praying as a Proclamation 

“boldly to proclaim” means to clearly or plainly 

present a compelling presentation of the Gospel 

This can be difficult because of the “mystery of 

the gospel”.  

The Gospel of Jesus is spiritual in nature and is 

only understood by spiritual insight and not 

physical knowledge. 

 

Praying for a Paul 

 We know people who are sharing their faith in 

 multiple ways.  We should pray for them as Paul 

 asks the church at Ephesus to pray for him 

 Pray for the Conviction of the Gospel 

 A different word for “boldly” is used and it 

 means freely, without restrain or fear 

  

 Pray for the  Cost of Faithfulness 

 The chains Paul 

 refers to are        

 evidence of being 

 an ambassador 

 for the Gospel 

  

 Pray for the Conversion of Others 

 The goal of Paul’s mission is that others would 

 believe on Jesus.  His prayer request is that we 
 would join in the mission through prayer. 

 

 

 

And He said to them, 

“Why are you       

sleeping?  Rise and 

pray that you may not 

enter into temptation.” 

Luke 22:46 

“If I could hear Jesus    
praying for me in the next 
room, I should not fear a 

thousand devils.” 

Robert Murray M’Cheyne     


