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Romans 14:10-13 

Why do you pass judgment on your brother?  Or you, why do 
you despise your brother?  For we will stand before the judg-
ment seat of God; for it is written,  

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and eve-
ry tongue shall confess to God.” 

Therefore, let us not pass judgment on one another any longer, 
but rather decide never to put a stumbling block or hindrance 
in the way of a brother. 

 

Why Do You Judge? (10-11) 

Paul asks the question “why do you?” twice to those in the 

church judging issues like food and days.  

 

“Why do you see the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do 

not notice the log that is in your own eye?” Matthew 7:3 

 

The use of the term “brother” here, is a reminder of the family 

unity the church is to have.  It defines our relationship to one 

another.   

The term for judgment is bema.  It was a platform where judges 

for a sporting competition evaluated the performance of ath-

letes.  Winners were crowned and those that broke the rules 

were disqualified. 

“Every athlete exercises self-control in all things.  The do it to 

receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable one.  So I 

do not run aimlessly; I do not box as one beating the air.  But I 

Encourage your brother or sister to grow in their faith by       

removing the barrier to spiritual growth 

The focus in on the strong believer and not hindering the growth 

of another believer. 

“But take care that this right of your does not somehow become 

a stumbling block to the weak.” 1 Corinthians 8:9 

 

Decide: “krino” judgment, as in a verdict of decision 

Stumbling block: “proskomma, placed before something to cut it 

off 

Hindrance: “skandalon” and means scandal or obstacle 

 

The standard of Jesus is not judgment but love 

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have 

loved you.” John 15:12 

“By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you 

have love for one another.” John 13:35 

Notes 

 

 



discipline my body and keep it 

under control, lest after    

preaching to others I myself 

should be disqualified.”             

1 Corinthians 9:25-27 

“I have fought the good fight, I 

have finished the race, I have kept the faith.  Henceforth there 

is laid up for me the crown of righteousness which the Lord, the 

righteous judge, will award to me on that Day, and not only to 

me but also to all who have loved His   appearing.”                  

2 Timothy 4:7-8 

 

Verse 11 establishes that there is only One true judge 

“By myself I have sworn; from my mouth has gone out in  

righteousness a word that shall not return; to me every knee 

shall bow, every tongue shall swear allegiance.” Isaiah 45:23 

“Kings shall be your foster fathers, and their queens your  

nursing mothers. With their faces to the ground they shall bow 

down to you, and lick the dust of your feet.  Then you will know 

that I am the LORD; those who wait for me shall not be put to 

shame.” Isaiah 49:23 

 

How To Focus on Judgment (12-13) 

You will be judged based on your words 

“I tell you, on the day of judgment people will give account for 

every careless word they speak, for by your words you will be 

justified, and by your words you will be condemned.”          

Matthew12:36-37 

“Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only such 

as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give 

grace to those who hear.”    Ephesians 4:29 

You will be judged for the use of your talents 

“And he called him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear 

about you?  Turn in the account of your management, for you 

can no longer be manager.’” Luke 16:2 

“His master said to him, ‘Well done good and  faithful servant.  

You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much.  

Enter into the joy of your master.’” Matthew 25:21 

“But his master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful     

servant!  You knew that I reap where I have not sown and  

gather where I scattered no seed?” Matthew 25:26 

 

You will be judged for how you use your money 

“No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one 

and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise 

the other.  You cannot serve God and money.” Matthew 6:24 

You will be judged for how you 

used your time 

“Walk in wisdom toward    

outsiders, making the best use 

of the time.” Colossians 4:5 

“So teach us to number our 

days that we may get a heart of 

wisdom.” Psalm 90:12 

“Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise, but at wise, 

making the best use o the time, beaus the days are evil.” Ephe-

sians 5:16 

With all to be held accountable for, we should be focus on 

standing at the bema judgment and not holding our brother or 

sister accountable for non-essential issues. 

 

“I press on toward the 

goal for the prize of the 

upward call of God in 

Christ Jesus.” 

Philippians 3:14 

“Let there be no filthiness 

or foolish talk nor crude 

joking which are out of 

place, but instead let there 

be thanksgiving.’” 

Ephesians 5:4  


