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Galatians 5:7-12 

You were running well.  Who hindered you from obeying the 

truth?  This persuasion is not from Him who calls you.  A little 

leaven leavens the whole lump.  I have confidence in the Lord 

that you will take no other view than mine, and the one who is 

troubling you will bear the penalty, whoever he is.  But if I 

brothers, still preach circumcision, why am I still being        

persecuted?  In that case the offense of the cross has been    

removed.  I wish those who unsettle you would emasculate 

themselves! 

 

Galatians 6:11-13 

See with what large letters I am writing to you with my own 

hand.  It is those who want to make a good showing in the flesh 

who would force you to be circumcised and only in order that 

them may not be persecuted for the cross of Christ.  For even 

those who are circumcised to not themselves keep the law, but 

they desire to have you circumcised that they may boast in 

your flesh 

The Deception of Persecution (v.7-10) 

Running: “trecho” rush forward in a positive manner 

Hinder:”enkopto” with cutting off, can mean to weary 

or prevent 

Obey: “peitho obey through persuasion or convinced 

of the truth 



God calls us to live by grace, and not to be persuaded 

to legalism 

“Your boasting is not good.  

Do you not know that a little 

leaven leavens the whole 

lump?” 1 Corinthians 5:6 

Paul’s confidence is the same root word used for obey 

and persuasion 

View:”phronesetes” a resetting of the mind or a refo-

cus of perspective 

Trouble:”tarasson” mixing or stirring up, associated 

with the mind of another 

 

The Division of Persecution (v. 11-12) 

Persecution: “dioko” flight or put to flight.  The form 

used indicates a type of harassment or opposition due 

to religious views 

Removed: “katergetai” brought down to idle.  Of no 

power or influence. 

  

The Declaration of Persecution (6:11-13) 

Paul is physically writing these words with large let-

ters. 

A change in who holds the pen is evident to those 

reading the letter 

We need unity around the cross but not uniformity to a 

religious ritual 

Showing: “euprosopeo” to be seen or visible 

Forcing: “anakazo”: downward pressing, a strong and 

compelling manner of persuasion 

“But some men came down from Judea and were 

teaching the brothers, ‘Unless you are circumcised ac-

cording to the custom of Moses you cannot be 

saved.’” Acts. 15:1 

The cross is a stumbling 

block to those who cannot 

accept it and brings persecu-

tion to those who do. 

“But we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to 

the Jews and folly to the Gentiles.” 1 Corinthians 1:23 

Stumbling block: “skandalon” scandal or offense 

Folly: “moria” unfounded ideas or stupid assumptions 

We compromise our faith when we want to belong, 

and we forget that we already belong,  We belong to 
Christ and we identify with the cross. 

 

Notes 

 

 

I have confidence 

in the Lord 

In order that they may 

not be persecuted for 

the cross of Christ 


