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Matthew 1:18-25 

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way.  
When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph,   
before they came together she was found to be with child 
from the Holy Spirit.  And her husband Joseph, being a 
just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to 
divorce her quietly.  But as he considered these things, 
behold, and angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take 
Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is 
from the Holy Spirit.  She will bear a son, and you shall 
call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from 
their sins.”   
All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by 
the prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear 
a son, and they shall call His name Immanuel” (which 
means God with us).   
When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the 
Lord commanded him; he took his wife, but knew her not 
until she had given birth to a son.  And he called His 
name Jesus. 

The Intrusion (18-19) 

The Problem: Problems never come at opportune 

times.  They did not for Joseph and they do not for us 

either 

 Joseph’s problem is a personal and painful one: 

 unfaithfulness. 

 The Plan: Every problem demands a plan for 

 resolution. 

 

Notes 



 This problem has a moral demand:                

 Unfaithfulness cannot be ignored and Joseph’s 

 righteousness will not allow it to be ignored 

 This problem has a compassionate                

 complication: Joseph loves Mary 

Never compromise on righteousness but offer as 

much compassion as possible.   

Always love people more than being right. 

 

The Information (20-23) 

Joseph gets some additional information he did not 

know. 

 The source is from an angel, quoting Old     

 Testament prophecy, in a dream.   

 Three points of divine communication. 

The message is clear 

Do not be afraid to take 

Mary as your wife       

because God is at work 

in her.   

God is about to be present and at work around you 

What is the message God is trying to get 

through to you?   

Do you see God as work in people, at work 

around you, and recognize His presence? 

The Initiation (24-25) 

Awareness 

 Joseph woke up.  That is more than awakening 

 from the dream.  He awoke to the clear          

 direction of God.   

 Are you aware of how God is leading you to 

 handle problems and impact the lives of others? 

Action 

 Joseph did what 

 he was told to do.  

 He took Marry, 

 did not know her, 

 and called his name Jesus 

 What actions are you taking with what you 

 know is from God?   

 Do you pray like it all depends on God, you 

 work like it all depends on you. 

Alignment 

 Joseph lives up to his name  

 Old Testament Joseph: God spoke to in dreams, 

 God used to save His people, and remained 

 righteous and compassionate in the face of 

 problems and difficulties. 

Are you living up to your name? 

 

 

“Therefore, the LORD  
Himself will give you a sign, 
Behold, the virgin shall  
conceive and bear a son, 
and shall call his name    
Immanuel.”” Isaiah 7:14 

Inspiration and Information 
without Perspiration,        
Dedication, and Application 
leads to Frustration and    
Desperation 


