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1 Timothy 3:1-4 

The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he desires a 

noble task. 2 Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one 

wife, sober-minded, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3 not a 

drunkard, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 4 He must 

manage his own household well, with all dignity keeping his children submissive, 

Sermon Introduction: We are talking about the days before the second coming of 

Jesus. 

“Knowing this first of all, that scoffers will come in the last days with scoffing, 

following their own sinful desires.  They will say, “Where is the promise of his 

coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things are continuing as they 

were from the beginning of creation.” 2 Peter3:3-4 

“They said to you, ‘In the last time there will be scoffers, following their own 

ungodly passions.’  It is these who cause divisions, worldly people, devoid of the 

Spirit.” Jude 1:18 

Difficult Times (1) 

The times: “Kairos” is the term for time here and can mean a season or 

opportunity.  It is not chronological time.   

The difficulty: “exalepos” is the term for difficult and can mean hard to do 

or hard to bear.  This time is opposed to the faith, but it is also an 

opportunity for our faith to shine. 

Paul’s use of “understand” is from the Greek word to know “gnoskw”.  Paul 

is arguing that it will also be hard to know what to do in these days.  

However, Paul is more concerned with Timothy being able to identify these 

days. 



 

Corrupted Character (2-4): 

The corrupted character is driven by a love for self.  The Greek here is 

“philo” 

This list sounds a lot like what Paul shares at the beginning of Romans. 

“They were filled with all manner of unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. 

They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness. They are gossips, 

slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient 

to parents, foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless.”  Romans 1:29-31 

1. Lovers of self:  

2. Lovers of money: this form of the Greek word can mean to covet.  The 

old adage is true, “follow the money”   

“The Pharisees, who were lovers of money, heard all these things, and they 

ridiculed Him.” “Luke 16:14 

“For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through this craving that 

some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many 

pangs.” 1 Timothy 6:10 

3. Proud: Boastful, literally the word means “empty pretenders” full of 

nothing 

4. Arrogant:”huperephanos” or hyper light shining.  The spotlight is on 

themselves. 

5. Abusive: literally “blasphemous” 

6. Disobedient to Parents: “apeithes” not obeying, but in the sense on not 

believing or not persuaded 

7. Ungrateful: literally to not show favor, a failure to recognize the grace 

that has been given.  A feeling of entitlement.   

“But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return, and 

your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, for he is kind to 

the ungrateful and the evil.” Luke 6:35 

8. Unholy: could mean unrighteous, non-pious.  It is a lack of concern about 

living a different life.   



“Understanding this, that the law is not laid down for the just but for the lawless 

and disobedient, for the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and profane, for those 

who strike their fathers and mothers, for murderers.” 1 Timothy 1:9 

9. Heartless: literally without natural affection  

10. Unappeasable: without the ability to find paths of formal peace making.  

They do not want to reconcile and may enjoy the fighting 

11. Slanderous: “diabolos” literally, the devil.  Satan is known as the accuser 

of the brethren. 

12. Without Self-Control: no “kratos”: dominion, strength, or power 

13. Brutal:  literally “not tamed or untamable” 

14. Not Loving Good: no “philo” “agathos”.  No love for good or kindness.  

Not interested in showing grace or kindness to others, consumed with 

self. 

15. Treacherous: literally this word means before giving.  It is the idea of a 

betrayal or type of selfishness that seeks the benefit of self before giving 

anything to others.  They will only give when all their needs are met first, 

and our selfish needs are never fully met. 

16. Reckless: literally this word means for falling.  They run ahead in this 

selfish pursuit with no thought of consequence, thus they have high 

probability to fall 

17. Swollen with Conceit: “puffed up” vain, arrogant. 

18. Lovers of self: literally “philo hedonism” the love of pleasure, sensuality, 

driven by feelings 

19. No love/weak love for God no “philo theos” 

 

Wrong World (4) 

The picture of this world is how opposed it is to God.  However, the true 

difficulty is in verse 5.  These attributes describe not only the condition of 

the world, but the condition of the church.  The struggle is how little 

difference there is between the pattern and way of the world and the pattern 

and way of the church. 

 

Conclusion:  There has to be a choice as to which world you will live in and live 

for.  The physical world around is full of the 19 qualities in this passage.  This 

world is driven by our flesh and a desire for our flesh to be satisfied.  But there is 



another world to live in and live for.  The spiritual world is what the Bible is about.  

It is a world driven by the Spirit and a desire to be satisfied in God. 

Which world will you live in?  Will you choose before the end, before the last 

days? 

Global population is exploding.  From 5.9 billion in 1998 to currently over 8 

billion.  The United States has gone from 276 million in 1998 to more than 330 

million.  That is over 54 million in less than 25 years, or over 2 million a year.  

Think about that: over 6 thousand new people in the US every day. 

People are leaving the rural areas and moving into the cities.  Urban population has 

moved from 46% of all people living in a city to 56%, and rural population 

dropping from 54% to 44%. 

People are more connected because of technology.  Only 41% of US population 

was online in 1998, now it is 90%.  2/3rd of US is on social media and over 3 

billion people worldwide are connected via social media. 

Amazingly the crime rate for violent crimes has dropped massively, from 758 

violent crimes p/100,000 people to 398 p/100,000 people. 

The economy has swollen and boomed with more people making more money, 

however only 6% of US citizens have faith in the economic system. 


