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Acts 4:32-37 

32 Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no 

one said that any of the things that belonged to him was his own, but they had 

everything in common. 33 And with great power the apostles were giving their 

testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them 

all. 34 There was not a needy person among them, for as many as were owners of 

lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold 35 and laid it 

at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. 36 Thus Joseph, 

who was also called by the apostles Barnabas (which means son of 

encouragement), a Levite, a native of Cyprus, 37 sold a field that belonged to him 

and brought the money and laid it at the apostles' feet. 

Sermon Introduction:  How is this type of sacrifice possible.  

”And when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was 

shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the 

word of God with boldness.” Acts 4:31 

We are going to begin to look at the power of the Holy Spirit, what a Spirit led life 

looks like, and how to live differently in a word that is emersed in the last days. 

The church was an example and their stewardship was part of their testimony. 

 

A Lack Of Selfishness (32) 

“one heart and soul”:  The heart being the center point of their physical life 

and physical desires.  The soul being the seat of their spiritual life and 

spiritual desires 

“full number” a multitude of believers 



“no one said anything belongs to him”: not a single person out of the group 

unity.  It did not last long, chapter 5 begins with Ananias and Saphira and 

their lies about their contributions. 

A church full of members who are full of the Holy Spirit will do some 

radical things, but do them in unity and sacrifice. 

A church full of members who are full of selfish desires will demand that 

others sacrifice for them and unity is not a priority, only they get what they 

want. 

This is not a forced madidate by the church but a willingness of all members 

“While it remained unsold, did it not remain your own? And after it was sold, was 

it not at your disposal? Why is it that you have contrived this deed in your heart? 

You have not lied to man but to God.” Acts 5:4 

A Focus Upon The Need (34-35) 

The language involving these sales of property and possessions is written in 

language that indicates “from time to time”.  It seems these sales were 

driven by the need.  When one member of the body saw another with a 

financial need they sold what they had to cover their need. 

The trust of the church to allow the leadership to distribute the money as 

they saw fit. 

 

The Power Of The Testimony (33-34, 36-37) 

There was not a needy person in the church.  The testimony is clear to the 

world. 

The power of a testimony “Power” dunamis  “giving their testimony” is 

repaying a debt of martyrdom.  The power of the Spirit is on display is what 

they say, the power of their commitment to repay a debt to Christ that their 

death was not too high a price. 

Testimony is not just when God has been good to you, but knowing how 

good Jesus has been to die for you and the debt you owe 

The resurrection was the emphasis of their testimony.  Why is that an issue?  

Because that is what got them arrested in the first place 



“And as they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the temple 

and the Sadducees came upon them, greatly annoyed because they were teaching 

the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the dead.  And they 

arrested them and put them in custody until the next day, for it was already 

evening.”  Acts 4:1-3 

Leadership has demonstrated this type of commitment, but Barnabas is one 

of the first to demonstrate this type of commitment among the church 

members.   

  A Levite was not suppose to have any inheritance 

Your testimony is tied to your stewardship.  When you see the needs of others do 

you give? Maybe that is your money, but it may be your time.  It could be your 

abilities.  It is always recognizing that all you have has been given to you by God 

and you owe a debt to Him that even your death would not repay.  So nothing is 

yours, but serving others and giving to others honors Him and is a testimony. 


