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John 3:1-16  

“Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a 

ruler of the Jews.  This man came to Jesus by night and said to 

Him, ‘Rabbi, we know that You are a teach come from God, 

for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is with 

Him.’  Jesus answered him, ‘Truly, truly I say to you, unless 

one is born again he  cannot see the kingdom of God.’  Nico-

demus said to Him, ‘How can a man be born when he is old?  

Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be 

born?’  Jesus answered, ‘Truly, truly I say to you, unless one 

is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the Kingdom of 

God.  That which is born of the flesh is flesh and that which is 

born of the Spirit is spirit.  Do not marvel that I said to you, 

‘You must be born again.’  The wind blows where it goes.  So 

ti is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.’ 

Nicodemus said to Him, ‘How can these things be?’  Jesus 

said to him, ‘Are you the teacher of Israel and yet you do not 

understand these things?  Truly, truly, I say to you, we speak 

of what we know and bear witness of what we have seen, but 

you do not receive our testimony.  If I have told you earthly 

things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you 

heavenly things?  No one has ascended into heaven except He 

who descended from heaven, the Son of Man.  As Moses lifted 

up the  serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be 

lifect up, that whoever believes in Him may have eternal life. 

For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that 

whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal 

life.’”  

 

 v.14-15 So must the Son of Man be lifted up, that 

 whoever believes in Him may have eternal life. 

God loves you and does not want to be separated from 

you.  He could not compromise His character.  He had 

to be just and keep the law.  Sin demanded a            

punishment, but He put the punishment on His Son.  

He paid your sin debt so you can be made right.  He 

wants you to spend eternity with Him not apart from 

Him. 

Notes 



Who Is Loved? 

Nicodemus is the person in the text, but Nicodemus 

could represent you or me. 

Nicodemus is a good man.  He shows respect and  

honor to Jesus 

 v. 2 Nicodemus calls Jesus “rabbi” or teacher 

 v.2 Nicodemus says Jesus came from God and 

 does great miracles 

Nicodemus is a religious man. 

 v 1 Nicodemus is a Pharisee and a ruler among 

 the Jews. 

 v. 10 Jesus calls Nicodemus the teacher of      

 Israel, an elevated position 

 Nicodemus is a curious seeker:  He comes to 

 Jesus with questions 

 v. 4 How can one be born again? 

 v. 9 How can these things be? 

The Greek word for world here is “kosmos” and not 

“ethnos”  It represents the 

structure and system of the 

created word more than the 

people who live in the 

world. 

God loved a broken structure, a system that was 

warped and twisted by the power of sin. 

 

What Does Love Bring? 

Eternal Life: “zoe aionios” ageless life or life of the 

ages.  This is a quality of life as opposed to mere     

existence.  It is a never 

ending, going on 

through the ages life.  

It changes but never 

ends. 

Perishing Life: “appolymi”: Destroy, demolish, to   

utterly kill 

Gave His Only Son 

 An Incarnational giving, to leave heaven and 

 become human to dwell with humanity 

 A Sacrificial giving, to embrace death and pay 

 the penalty for sin 

 

Why Does God Love?  

The Greek reads more like “thus in this way God 

loved” 

 v. 3: Unless one is born again, he cannot see the 

 Kingdom of God 

 v. 5:Unless one is born of water and the Spirit, 

 he cannot see the Kingdom of God. 

 v.7: Do not marvel that I said to you that you 

 must be born again 

“Greater love has no one 
than this that someone lay 

down his life for his friends.” 

John 15:13 

“Simon Peter answered Him, 
‘Lord, to whom shall we go?  You 
have the words of eternal life.’”  


