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1 Corinthians 1:17-18 

“For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the    

gospel, and not with words of eloquent wisdom, lest the cross 

of Christ be emptied of its power.  For the word of the cross is 

folly too those who are perishing, but to us who are being 

saved, it is the power of God.” 

Cleansing Power 

When we come to Christ, we are cleansed to begin a 
new living and serving Jesus. 

The gospel is good news.  Baptism is secondary to the 
gospel. 

Words of eloquent wisdom are not the heart of the 
gospel.  

 Sophia: skill with discernment and reason 

 Logos: the embodiment of a concept of idea 

To elevate anything above the cross renders the cross 
of Christ void and distorts the gospel. 

Void is to be empty, hollow, or false.  It indicates a 
lack of power. 

Preaching is not the power, but it is a path to the pow-
er.   

External legalism or intellectual elitism steps off the 
path to power and arrives at a place of powerlessness. 

 

Changing Power 



The Word of the Cross: (the logos of the Cross) 

God’s Word is sent 
out with power and 
not void. 

 

For the Jews the 
Cross of Jesus is a 
stumbling block for 
cursed is a man hung on a tree.  How can God be   
cursed and how does he use something cursed to bring 
blessings? 

For the Greek the Cross of Jesus is foolishness.  If 
God dies, then He is mortal and thus not divine. 

 

Who are being saved?  Those pardoned and in the pro-
cess of purity and peace. 

“Any man attempting to live the Christian life by es-
caping conditions and hiding within stone walls will 
discover he has severed the very nerve of sainthood 
and has made it impossible to be all Christ meant him 
be.”  G. Campbell Morgan  

 

Comforting Power 

What greater power is there than to take that which is 
death and dying and turn it into life and living?  Jesus 
did that on the cross. Jesus did that for our sins. Jesus 
does that in our circumstances. 

We can experience the power of the cross when we 
embrace the death of the cross.  We must die to      
ourselves, which does not feel like power but      
weakness. 

“That I may know Him and the power of His           
resurrection, and may share His sufferings, becoming 
like Him in His death.”  Philippians 3:10 

This goes beyond the     
external legalism or   
human philosophy. 

All pardon, purity, and 
peace relies on the Cross 
of Christ and it’s power.  
We have no power on 
our own. 

What greater power is there that can die and yet not 
only find a way to live, but live greater and better than 
before.  Oh what power. 

Notes 

“So shall My Word be that goes 
forth from My mouth; it shall not 

return to me empty, but it shall ac-
complish that which I purpose, and 

it shall succeed in the thing for 
which I sent it.” 

Isaiah 55:11 

“I have been crucified with 
Christ.  It is no longer I who live, 
but Christ who lives in me.  And 
the life I now live in the flesh I 
live by faith in the Son of God, 

who loved me and gave Himself 
for me.” 

Galatians 2:20 


