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Romans 5:6-11 

“For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for 

the ungodly.  For one will scarcely die for a righteous person 

— though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to 

die — but God shows His love for us in that while we were still 

sinners, Christ died for us.  Since, therefore, we have now been 

justified by His blood, much more shall we be saved by Him 

from the wrath of God.  For if while we were enemies we were 

reconciled to God by the death of His son, much more, now 

that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by His life.  More 

than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.”   

Agape is the word used for love in the New Testament over 
250 times.  Philo is a little more than 50. 

Verse 6 begins with “for” and indicates a continuation of 
thought.  V. 3-5 are one sentence and express the thought of 
God’s love poured into our hearts. 

 

Opportune Time 

Christ came and died at the right time. 

“But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth His 
Son, born of woman, born under the law.” Galatians 4:4 

 Jesus came at the right time in terms of historical      
 opportunity and our spiritual weakness. 

Paul compares our sinful nature against God’s holy nature 

Our rebellion is against the sovereignty of God.  Our rejection 
is against the omniscience of God and His commands. 

 

“For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it 
does not submit to God’s law; indeed, it cannot.” Romans 8:7   

Our minds apart from a transformation of the Holy Spirit are 
hostile, enemies, toward God. 

“Whom God put forward as a propitiation by His blood, to be 
received by faith.  This was to show God’s righteousness, be-
cause in His divine forbearance He had passed over former 
sins.”  Romans 3:25 

“He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but 
also for the sins of the whole world.” John 2:2 

While we were enemies, God reconciled us through the          
justification by the blood of Christ.   

 

Reconcile 

If God did that for us while we were enemies, why would He not 
do it for us as part of the family? 

We can rejoicing not just in what God has done through Jesus, 
but who God is and the relationship we have with God through 
Christ.   

 
Notes 



Demonstrated Love  

God shows His love through 
giving Jesus and Jesus shows 
his love through the cross. 

Paul compares the love of a 
individual giving his life for 
another.  It hardly happens 
and when it does it is based 
on the perceived righteousness of the one being saved.  We are 
moved by such accounts, but they fail to even come close to the      
sacrificial death of Jesus on the cross. 

 

God demonstrates His love toward us.  God has communicated 
His love to us in numerous ways, yet He shows it again in the 
most profound way possible by providing the sacrifice of Jesus. 

 
“See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we 
should be called children of God; and so we are.  The reason 
why the world does not know us is that is did not know Him.” 1 
John 3:1 

“By this we shall know love, that He laid down His life for us, 
and we ought to lay down our lives for the brothers.” 1 John 
3:16 

 

Received Reconciliation 

Rabbis tended to argue from light to heavy.  If things are true in 
a lesser then they can be applied to the greater.  Paul reverses 
this approach to from heavy to light. 

God’s actions toward Jesus are greater than God’s actions    
toward us. 

The phrase “much more” is used repeatedly in this chapter as 
an argument from lesser to greater.  

“much more shall we be saved by Him” v.9 

“much more, now that we are reconciled” v. 10 

“much more have the grace of God” v. 15 

“much more will those who receive the abundance of grace” 17 

“more than that” v. 11 

“This makes Jesus the guarantor of a better covenant.  The for-
mer priests were many in number, because they were prevented 
by death from continuing in office, but He holds His priesthood 
permanently, because He continues forever.” Hebrews 7:22-24 

 

This is the first time “saved” is used in the letter to the Romans. 

Saved as in a past action of Jesus. 

Saved as in a present action of the Holy Spirit in your life now. 

Saved as a in a future gift 
from God in heaven. 

 

Saved is an assurance of our 
established relationship with 
God as God has declared us 
justified.   

Both saved and justified are past tense. 

We are saved and are not yet what salvation will be. 

 

How can we be sure that God will complete our salvation? 

Our assurance is tied to God demanding the obedient sinless  
sacrifice of Jesus to cover our sins.  After that, why would He 
withdraw the offer of salvation? 

Enemies: The harshest form of the word, literally we would  
attack and destroy God.  It not only reflects our fault that we 
thought we could destroy God, it also describes God’s stance 
toward us in our sin 

“For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, 
slaves to various passions and pleasures, passing our days in 
malice and envy, hated by others and hating one another.”     
Titus 3:3 

“For Christ also suffered once 
for sin, the righteous for the 
unrighteous, that He might 

bring us to God, being put to 
death in the flesh but made 

alive in the spirit.”  

1 Peter 3:18 

“But because of your hard and 
impenitent heart you are     

storing up wrath for yourself 
on the day of wrath when 

God’s righteous judgment will 
be revealed.’” 

Romans 2:5 


