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1 John 4:17-21 

“By this is love perfected with us, so that we may have        

confidence for the day of judgment, because as He is so also 

are we in this world.  There is no fear in love, but perfect love 

casts out fear.  For fear has to do with punishment, and     

whoever fears has not been perfected in love.  We love because 

He first loved us.  If anyone says, ‘I love God,’ and hates his 

brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother 

whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen.  

And this commandment we have from Him: whoever loves God 

must also love his brother.”  

Perfect Love: 

Paul starts with the statement by this.  The “this” Paul is refer-

ring to is the gift of the Holy Spirit detailed in verse 13-16. 

We are to testify Jesus is the Savior of the world.  We know 

that, because Jesus died for our sins. 

We believe God is love, God has love for us, and abiding in 

God’s love is abiding in God. 

There is a process of love being perfected in us.  This is not a 

love we have in ourselves, this is a love found in God.  It is 

perfected in us as God works in us. 

Fearless Love: 

This love casts out fear or there is no room for fear in this kind 

of love. 

The word for punishment here is a Greek word, “kolasis”, and 

it only appears one other time in the New Testament. 



Being afraid of eternal punishment is contrary to the work of 

love   being perfected.  The love 

of God reminds us we belong to 

Him, it does not lead us to 

thoughts of a life separated from 

Him.  Neither in this life nor the 

one to come. 

In verse 10 John points out that fear is part of our fleshly nature 

and needs to be driven out by this new love being perfected in 

us. 

Brotherly Love: 

A perfecting love not only drives out fear, it drives out hate.  

You cannot hate and love the same person, especially when that 

person is your brother or sister in Christ.   

To say you love God and hate your brother contradicts this type 

of love.  It makes you a liar. 

“If we say we have fellowship with Him while we walk in dark-

ness, we lie and do not practice the truth.” 1 John 1:6 

“Whoever says I know Him but does not keep His command-

ments is a liar, and the truth is no in him.” 1 John 2:4 

The phrase about the brother you can see in the Greek is more 

like the brother that is continually before your eyes. 

Did you ever have those things that God keeps bringing to your 

mind or in front of you eyes until you respond?  A perfecting 

love is constantly moving your toward perfection. 

Verse 21 spells out that if you love God then you love your 

brother. 

“Every claim to love God is a delusion if it is not accompanied 

by unselfish practical love for our brothers and sisters.” C. H 

Dodd 

There is an inconvenience factor to real community.  When you 

start to give up your convenience to be there for another, then 

you start valuing that person and loving them as you are loved. 

This is not an option, but a commandment. 

You learn to love your brother 

when you reflect on how 

much God loves you. 

The love of God initiated the 

action of a relationship with 

us. 

The language here in the 

Greek is “We love because 

He first loved us”.  There is 

not object of God in the first 

part of “we love”.  This      

reflects that the nature of God’s people is that they love.  The 

reason we love is because we have first been loved by God. 

 
Notes 

“And these will go away 
into eternal punishment, 

but the righteous into  
eternal life”  

Matthew 25:46 “And He said to him, ‘You 
shall love the Lord your God 

with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your 
mind.  This is the great and 
first commandment.  And a  

second is like it: You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself.  On 

these two commandments     
depend all the Law and the 

Prophets.’” 

Matthew 22:37-40 


