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1 Corinthians 13:1-13 

“If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not 
love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.  And if I have 
prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all 
knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, 
but have not love, I am nothing.  If I give away all I have, and 
if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain 
nothing.   

Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not 
arrogant or rude.  It does not insist on its won way; it is nor 
irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but 
rejoices with the truth.  Love bears all things, believes all 
things, hopes all things, endures all things. 

Love never ends.  As for prophecies, they will pass away; as 
for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass 
away.  For we know in part and we prophesy in part, but when 
pthe perfect comes, the partial will pass away.  When I was a 
child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like 
a child.  When I became a man, I gave up childish ways.  For 
now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face.  Now I 
know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully 
known. 

So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three, but the    
greatest of these is love.” 

“I will show you’re a more excellent way” 1 Corinthians 
12:21 

“The greatest these is love”. 1 Corinthians 13:13 

“Agape love is unselfish and is based on neither a felt need in 
the loving person nor a desire called forth by the one loved.  It 
is nor afraid to make itself vulnerable, and it does not seek to 
get tis own way by covert ruses and psychological games.  
That is the reason the KJV of the Bible often uses “charity” to 
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describe this kind of love.” New Dictionary of Theology. 
 

The Greater Gift of Love 
 
The gifts of tongues, prophecy, 
knowledge, and faith are   presented 
here, however, they are nothing without 
love.   Physical and financial gifts are 
listed and without love they are     
meaningless. 
 
Agape love will outlast all the gifts of prophecy and 
knowledge.  This love is the perfect and will outlast the     
partial benefits of other gifts. 
 
Without “agape” love, these gifts are easily twisted to serve 
ourselves.  However, with “agape” love these gifts are given 
in service to others.  Without a Spirit enhanced “agape” love 
we are working out of the flesh, which will always be less 
than the “agape” love. 
 
Do you want something from people or do you want       
something for them? 
 

The Detailed Definition of Love 
 
In Relationship to Others: 
Love is Patient: long suffering and not quick to be angry. 
 
Love is Kind: not harsh with words and considerate toward 
others. 
Love does not Envy: no jealousy for what others have 
 
In Relationship to Self 
Love does not Boast: don’t seek to elevate yourself, but owns 
its faults. 
 
Love is not Arrogant: doesn’t puff itself up, or strut sitting 
down. 
 
Love is not Rude: is polite and shows respect to a person 

made in the image of God. 
 
Love does not Insist on Its Own Way: is centered on others. 
 
In Relationship to Sin 
Love is not irritable: it doesn’t take things the wrong way, but 
believes the best.  
 
Love is not resentful: it does not keep an account of wrongs, it 
is not bitter or vengeful. 
 
Love does not Rejoice at Wrongdoing: it finds no joy in evil 
or wrong. 
 
Love Rejoices at Truth: finds joy in goodness and truth. 
 
In Relationship to Situations: 
Love bears all things: love will cover 
everything. 
 
Love believes all things: love is   
trustful and not suspicious.  
 
Love hopes all things: love never 
gives up. 
 
Love endures all things: love never quits working 
 
 

The Eternal Excellence of Love 
 
The other gifts are temporary but love is eternal.   
Partial gifts pass but perfect love lasts.   
There will be no need for prophecy or knowledge in heaven, 
but there will continue to be love.   
You will know and be known in heaven. 
 
There is a process of growth and perfection when it comes to 
“agape” love.  Like a boy becoming a man or seeing through 
an imperfect glass then to view with no filter. 

 

“Greater love has no 
one than this, that 
someone would lay 
down their life for 

their friends.”  

John 15:13 

“No one has ever seen 
God; if we love one  

another, God abides in 
us and His love is    
perfected in us.” 

1 John 4:12 


