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Leviticus 17:10-11 

“If any one of the house of Israel or of the strangers who     

sojourn among them eats any blood, I will set my face against 

that person who eats blood and will cut him off from among 

his people.  For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have 

given it for you on the altar to make atonement for your souls, 

for it is the blood that makes atonement by life.” 

Blood is a central part of the sacrifice of Jesus, but 

why does God require blood for the forgiveness of 

sins? 

 

The animal sacrifices of the Old Testament point     

toward the substitutionary sacrifice of Jesus on the 

cross.  The shedding of His blood is essential for our 

atonement.  But why is the shedding of Jesus’ blood 

essential for our forgiveness? 

 

The Need For Atonement 

 

Atonement: cover, propitiation, forgiveness.  It is from 

a root word for ransom or price of a life. 

 

God sets His face against us because of our sin. 

When God sets His face against us we are cut off or 

He turns His back on us because of our sin. 

 

Notes 



Leviticus 17:4, and 9 talk of being cut off for not 

bringing a blood sacrifice. 

 

Jesus endures the rejection of being cut off for our 

sake. When He cries out, “My God, My God, Why 

have You forsaken Me?” He is being cut off 

 

The Atonement For Souls 

 

The Hebrew word for soul is “nephesh” and it means 

emotion, desire, passion, or appetite. 

Our souls embody our true self and what we desire.  

Before Jesus, our lives are controlled by our sin       

nature. 

 

We need an atonement for our 

souls to save us from death. 

 

“The blood shall be a sign for 

you, on the houses where you 

are.  And when I see the blood, I will pass over you, 

and no plague will befall you to destroy you, when I 

strike the land of Egypt.” Exodus 12:13 

 

Only a blood sacrifice can bring forgiveness. 

 

“Indeed under the law almost everything is purified 

with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is 

no forgiveness of sins.” Hebrews 9:22 

 

Only a specific blood atonement can satisfy God and 

save us from His wrath 

 

The Atonement For Lives 

 

We need an atonement for 

our life in order to be    

given life. 

 

“In Him we have            

redemption through His 

blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to 

the riches of His grace.” Ephesians 1:7 

 

Jesus identifies a new covenant that provides           

forgiveness through the atonement of His blood. 

 

“In the same way also He took the cup, after supper, 

saying, ‘This is the new covenant in my blood.  Do 

this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 1 

Corinthians 11:25 

 

Our sins have been atoned for or ransomed by the 

blood of Jesus. 

 

“Knowing that you were ransomed from the futile 

ways inherited from your forefathers, not with         

perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the 

precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without 

blemish or spot.” 1 Peter 1:18-19 

“Among whom we all 
once lived in the passions 
of our flesh, carrying out 

the desires of the body 
and mind, and were by 

nature children of wrath, 
like the rest of mankind.”  

Ephesians 2:3 

“Are justified by His grace as 
a fit, through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus, whom 

God put forward as a       
propitiation by His blood, to 

be received by faith.  This 
was to show God’s         

righteousness, because in His 
divine forebearance, He had 

passed over former sins.” 

Romans 3:24-25 


