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2 Samuel 11:1-5 

“In the spring of the year, the time when kings fo out to battle, 

David sent Joab, and his servants with him, and all Israel.  

And they ravaged the Ammonites and besieged Rabbah.  But 

David remained at Jerusalem.  It happened, late one            

afternoon, when David arose from his couch and was walking 

on the roof of the king’s house, that he saw from the roof a 

woman bathing; and the woman was very beautiful.  And    

David sent and inquired about the woman.  And one said, ‘Is 

not this Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah 

the Hittite?  So David sent messengers and took her, and she 

came to him, and he lay wit her.  (Now she had been purifying 

herself from her uncleanness.)  Then she returned to her 

house.  And the woman conceived, and she sent and told     

David, ‘I am pregnant.’” 

The biggest mistakes of your life will happen when you live 

outside of accountability. 

We are going to compare this section of scripture with Genesis 

39.  Joseph has a situation of sexual temptation as well, but he 

does not fall.  What makes the difference between David and 

Joseph?   

There are 3 three key steps. 

 

Step One: Admit Weakness 

Weakness is an area of your life where you will compromise 

your actions to accommodate it.  It could be sexual, gossip, 

money, popularity, power, or acceptance. 

Notes 



David indulged in his authority.  Spring is the time when kings 

went to war, but David stayed in Jerusalem.  

For Joseph, there were no 

men in the house, but that 

was an unusual situation.  

Joseph had worked to have 

others in the house as     

accountability. 

We all have weaknesses, 

but we hate to appear weak. 

The lie is that only weak people need accountability. 

The truth is that only lives that honor God and desire holiness 

over happiness seek accountability. 

 

Step Two: Abdicate Temptation 

What do you do when you realize you are in a weak area and 

tempted?  You leave. 

“So flee youthful passions and pursue righteousness, faith, 

love, and peace, along with those who call on the Lord from a 

pure heart.” 2 Timothy 2:22 

“No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man.  

God is faithful, and He will not let you be tempted beyond your 

ability, but with the temptation He will also provide the way of 

escape, that you may be able to endure it.” 1 Corinthians 10:13 

David saw Bathsheba, and the Hebrew word for “saw” means 

to study, observe, or gaze intently.  This is not a passing glance. 

David inquired about Bathsheba, and the Hebrew word for 

“inquire” means to seek information, but it has the idea of    

returning or frequenting a place.  It can mean a subject that 

someone returns to and discuss multiple times. 

Again when we look at Joseph he acts differently than David.  

Joseph leaves. 

Leaving is not just physical   

leaving a place, it also means to 

leave mentally.  If you continue 

to think about your temptation, 

then you are entertaining it.  The 

Bible teaches that we are to take 

every thought captive. 

When you refuse to leave an area of weakness you deceive 

yourself by thinking you can handle it. 

 

Step Three: Accept Accountability 

David involves many other people in his actions, but none of 

them speak truth to him till Nathan. 

Joseph cannot betray Potiphar, the other slaves under him, or 

God.  Joseph sees himself as accountable. 

Unaccountability is a rejection of responsibility. 

“And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the 

throne, and books were opened.  Then another book was 

opened, which is the book of life.  And the dead were judged by 

what was written in the books, according to what they had 

done.  And the sea gave up the dead who were in it.  Death and 

Hades gave up the dead who were in them and they were 

judged, each one of them, according to what they had done.” 

Revelation 20”12-13 

Every person will be held accountable. 

Forgiveness is rooted in accountability.  We have to come to 

Jesus and confess our sin.  There is no salvation without an  

accountability for our sin, there is no real repentance.  

“And as she spoke to Joseph day 
after day, he would not listen to 

her, to lie beside her or to be 
with her.  But one day, when he 

went into the house to do his 
work and none of the men of the 
house was there is in the house.”  

Genesis 39:10-11 

“She caught him by his   
garment and said, ‘Lie with 
me”.  But he left his garment 
in her hand and fled and got 

out of the house.”  

Genesis 39:12 


