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1 Samuel 17:32-47 

 But David said to Saul, “Your servant used to keep sheep 
for his father. And when there came a lion, or a bear, and took a 
lamb from the flock, I went after him and struck him and delivered it 
out of his mouth. And if he arose against me, I caught him by his 
beard and struck him and killed him.  Your servant has struck down 
both lions and bears, and this uncircumcised Philistine shall be like 
one of them, for he has defied the armies of the living God.”  And 
David said, “The Lord who delivered me from the paw of the lion 
and from the paw of the bear will deliver me from the hand of this     
Philistine.” And Saul said to David, “Go, and the Lord be with 
you!”  

 Then Saul clothed David with his armor. He put a helmet of 
bronze on his head and clothed him with a coat of mail, and David 
strapped his sword over his armor. And he tried in vain to go, for he 
had not tested them. Then David said to Saul, “I cannot go with 
these, for I have not tested them.” So David put them off.  Then he 
took his staff in his hand and chose five smooth stones from the 
brook and put them in his shepherd’s pouch. His sling was in his 
hand, and he approached the Philistine.  

 And the Philistine moved forward and came near to David, 
with his shield-bearer in front of him.  And when the Philistine 
looked and saw David, he disdained him, for he was but a youth, 
ruddy and handsome in appearance.  And the Philistine said to    
David, “Am I a dog, that you come to me with sticks?” And the    
Philistine cursed David by his gods.  The Philistine said to David, 
“Come to me, and I will give your flesh to the birds of the air and to 
the beasts of the field.”  Then David said to the Philistine, “You 
come to me with a sword and with a spear and with a javelin, but I 
come to you in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies 
of Israel, whom you have defied.  This day the Lord will deliver you 
into my hand, and I will strike you down and cut off your head. And I 
will give the dead bodies of the host of the Philistines this day to the 
birds of the air and to the wild beasts of the earth, that all the earth 
may know that there is a God in Israel, and that all this assembly 
may know that the Lord saves not with sword and spear. For the 
battle is the Lord’s, and he will give you into our hand.”  

 

comes to represent the Kingdom of God.  He is God’s            

ambassador showing up to fight for God honor and glory. 

As a result David is not fighting in Saul’s armor or his 

power.  David is fighting under God’s power and    

anointing 

 Have the courage to trust God and step out in faith. 

Notes 



“Courage is being scared to death and saddling up anyway.” 

John Wayne 

Take Heart (32-33) 

 The term for fail can mean to fall, collapse, ruin, or be 

 brought low 

 To live your story in the greater picture of God’s story 

 takes heart. 

Saul’s statement is that David cannot succeed.  Saul has 

lost heart or his heart had already failed him. 

 David’s heart causes him to say “Yes I can”. David is 

 sure of victory.   

 The term for fight means to 

 make war, to consume, or to 

 overpower 

 

Learn From Experience (34-38) 

David gives an account of what God has already done 

with him as a shepherd.  34-37 David speaks of how the 

Lord has delivered him from various animal threats 

 Grabbed them by the beard 

 Defeated bear and lion, ready for a giant 

Nothing builds courage like past victories 

 Positive experience can only come from action 

 Negative experience comes from inaction 

Hold to Self-Awareness (39-44) 

Saul gives David armor that He wears.  He is telling 

David to fight the battle the way he fights battles. 

David tries for a moment but quickly realizes that this is 

not right for him.  He cannot fight his battles like Saul 

fights his battles.  He cannot “go” and “go” can mean 

the manner of life 

Tested can mean to know or approved. 

David knows who God has made him to be and what 

God has called him to do.  David does what a shepherd 

does because that is who he is. 

You learn about who God has made you to be through 

experience.  You learn by testing 

 Shepherds pouch: a tool bag for the task or hunting 

 Five smooth stones 

 Goliath distains David because of his youth and         

 appearance 

 Goliath mocks David by referring to him as “sticks” 

 Goliath is bragging that David is no warrior and Goliath 

 is right.  David did not go into battle as the warrior 

 Saul wanted him to be.  David went into battle as the 

 shepherd God had made him.  David went as God’s man 

 and not Saul’s version of a warrior. 

 Go as God has made you.  God uses regular people to 

 do amazing things.  Bravado is a mask people wear to 

 hide their fears and lack of self-awareness.  

 

Feed Your Faith (45-47) 

 David’s confidence 

 and courage is in 

 God and not himself 

David’s declaration is that he has come to as a           

representative of a kingdom far greater than Israel.  He 

“No, in all these things 
we are more than       

conquerors through 
Him who loved us.”  

Romans 8:37 

“For I am not ashamed of the 
gospel, for it is the power of 

God for salvation to everyone 
who believes, to the Jew first 

and also to the Greek.”   

Romans 1:16 


