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1 Samuel 24:1-11 

“When Saul returned from following the Philistines, he was told, 

‘Behold, David is in the wilderness of Engedi.’  Then Saul took three 

thousand chosen men out of all Israel and went to seek David and 

his men in front of the Wildgoats’ Rocks.  And he came to the   

sheepfolds by the way, where there was a cave, and Saul went in to 

relieve himself.  Now David and his men were sitting in the          

innermost parts of the cave.  And the men of David said to him, 

‘Here is the day of which the Lord said to, “Behold I will give your 

enemy into your hand, and you shall do to him as it shall seem good 

to you.’’  Then David arose and stealthily cut off a corner of Saul’s 

robe.  And afterward David’s heart struck him because he had cut 

off a corner of Saul’s robe.  He said to his men, “The LORD forbid 

that I should do this this thin to my lore, the LORD’s anointed, to 

put out my hand against him seeing he is the LORD’s anointed.’  So 

David persuaded his men with these words and did not permit them 

to attack Saul.  And Saul rose up and left the cave and went on his 

way. 

Afterward David also arose and went out of the cave, and called 

after Saul, ‘My lord the king!’  And when Saul looked behind him, 

David bowed with his face to the earth and paid homage.  And    

David said to Saul, ‘Why do you listen to the words of men who say 

‘Behold, David seeks your harm?’  Behold, this day your eyes have 

seen hos the LORD gave you today into my hand in the cave, and 

some told me to kill you, but I spared you.’  I said, ‘I will not put out 

my hand against my lord, for he is the LORD’s anointed.’  See, my 

father, see the corner of your robe in my hand.  For by the fact that I 

cut off the corner of your robe and did not kill you, you may know 

and see that there is no wrong or treason in my hands.  I have not 

sinned against you, though you hunt my life to take it.’”  

Internal: You Have To Live With You 



 “As it seems good to you”: that which makes you happy 

 “heart” can mean conscience or inner man 

 “struck” to bother internally, to wound. 

Just a corner of the royal robe bothered David.  His men 

encouraged him to do what felt good and they helped to 

rationalize his actions. 

 99.9% pure is still not 

 100% pure 

In His Story there are no 

small details that don’t 

matter or degrees of honest. 

 

External: You Are The Steward Of Your Character 

“persuade”: to tear apart.  This could almost be an     

argument or a threat of separation.  David set a high bar 

for his men.  What had happened was not acceptable 

and would not be repeated. 

“see”: David uses it twice in verse 11.  Saul is to       

perceive and consider what this corner of his robe 

means. 

“rebellion”: is against an individual like Saul, a group 

like his men, a nation like Israel, or against God. 

“hand”: David had the power and time to accomplish 

the act of assassination, but he did not. 

Stewardship of Character is not what others think of 

you.  That approach is based on image you project or 

want others to believe.  Stewardship of Character is 

who you really are, not who they think you are. 

 

Eternal: You Live To Please And Serve Only One 

 “hunt”: lying in wait, but can also mean to waist away 

 from inactivity 

 “take”: snatch or steal 

 “life”: nephesh, the soul, character, heart, or passion 

 You will waste your life hunting down the character of 

 another.  Not only will you waste your time, you will 

 neglecting the time you could spend in investing in your 

 character. 

 David invests his life in the stewardship of his character 

David trusts God and it shows.  He will not take the life 

of Saul, he is too busy investing in the character of his 

own life. 

 Trust that living for God is the right way to invest your 

 life 

 Trust that living for God is worth it in the long run 

 Trust that stewarding your character pays off 

 Trust that God takes care of His own.  

Notes 

“When a man’s ways please 
the LORD, He makes even 

his enemies be at peace with 
him.”  

Proverbs 16:7 

“Beloved, never avenge        
yourselves, but leave it to 
the wrath of God, for it is 

written, ‘Vengeance is mine, 
I will repay’ says the Lord.”   

Romans 12:19 


